
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosa Parks Elementary/ The Sol and Helen Price Library 

Literature can meet all your balanced 
literacy program needs   Just ask! 

1. A teacher came in with a request for 
specific books to fill a need.  She needed 
interesting books for her 18 boys. Their DRA 
levels were written on the note.  We chose 
them together 

2. Myths are standard material for 4th grade. 
A box of 22 myths was requested. A second 
box will be ready when the first one is 
checked back in. 

3. Where to find 5 or 6 same titles for guided                                    

A Balanced L iteracy Program ÐThe L ibrary Can H elp 
 

L ibrary Media News 
Center News 

       Open Access:                       
WhoÕs U sing I t  and H ow? 
 
Newsletters are the rage at Rosa Parks and 
what a great choice for a project.  Ms. 
GutierrezÕ 5th grade recently completed a 
newsletter called Aerospace News. WeÕre all 
very proud of the students who worked so 
hard on this collaborative project.  Ms. 
Gutierrez signed up for five hours of Open 
Access in one week. The final project is 
displayed in room 503 and the library. 

Mrs. OsborneÕs class read Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing and is writing a newsletter on 
the book. Mrs. OsborneÕs regularly signs up 
for 1Ð2 periods of Open Access per week.  

Mrs. LiasÕ students are reporting 4th grade 
Rosa Parks student news in their newsletter.  
Maybe theyÕll interview you! 

Open Access is a time that the classroom 
teacher and the library teacher can work 
together, or, one can assist the other, or the 
classroom teachers can use the Library 
Media Center on their own.     

Teachers have used Open Access to 
continue an assignment that began during 
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reading?  The Core Lit collection has a 
few at every grade level. 

4. Early literacy? Two teachers scoured 
the shelves with me.  The Margaret Hillert 
books fit the bill.  Each book has a list in 
the back that includes all the words in the 
book. Not a Dolch List but very similar. 

5. A few of the upper grade classes 
borrowed boxes of Scholastic Guided 
Reading material. They will be available to 
other classes as they are returned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

information sheets, Business cards 
collected at trade shows, or membership 
lists. You might consider purchasing a 
mailing list from a company. 

If you explore the Project Gallery, you will 
find many publications that match the style 
of your newsletter. 

Next, establish how much time and money 
you can spend on your newsletter. These 
factors will help determine how frequently 
you publish the newsletter and its length. 

  

C al i fornia Young Reader  
M edal  Program Ð K -5 

M edal  This program is one of the childrenÕs choice 
book contests held every year in every state.  
California is one of the states where only 
childrenÕs selections are honored. We are 
beginning this month and will continue 
through March Ô07.  Every year we read five 
picture books to grades K-2. This year we 
will read three picture books for older readers 
to grades 3-5, and also offer 3 chapter 
books. Mrs. SnellÕs lunchtime book club 
encourages 4th - 5th grade students to read 
and discuss the chapter books in a small 
social setting.                                               
The list of books is on page 2. 

For more information see 
http://californiayoungreadermedal.org/index.h
tm 

 
library prep time, to introduce a unit, to 
introduce resources for a unit, to teach how to 
create a resource list/bibliography, to 
introduce 24 Math and to assist their students 
in finding a just right book.  Mrs. Snell has 
been inviting her 2nd grade teachers to 
schedule a 12:30 slot for choosing just right 
books with their students. 

Call or email Mrs. Pope to arrange an Open 
Access time. 

 
BOOK ST ORE H OL ID AY SAL E   - WED. D EC. 13 Ð 12:15 
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C al i fornia Young R eader  
C ontest  B ooks 
Primary Picture Books:  
1. The Best Pet of All by David 
LaRochelle.  
2. My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza.  
3. Stanley's Party by Linda Bailey.  
4. Three  Pebbles and a Song by 
Eileen Spinelli.  
5. Wild About Books by Judy Sierra 

Picture Books for Older Readers:          
1. Coming On Home by Jacqueline 
Woodson                                                   
2. The Cats in Krasinski Square by 
Karen Hesse                                          
3. I, Doko: The Tale of a Basket by Ed 
Young                 

Intermediate (Chapter) Books:                  
1. A Week in the Woods by Andrew 
Clements                                                  
2. Christopher Mouse by William Wise    
3. Ida B...and Her Plans to Maximize 
Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) 
Save the World by Katherine 
Hannigan 

A State of the Art M edia Center at Our Community School 
The Library Media Center has become a digital classroom. We can accommodate forty-seven 
students on desktop and laptop computers. Our school home page offers links to databases 
and curriculum related websites. Our wireless amplification system allows our shyest 
students to contribute to discussions with a handheld microphone. With our updated digital 
presentation system, your laptop screen and picture books fill a 5Õ X 7Õ screen.  If this is an 
environment youÕd like to use, for just about any reason, use the Open Access one-hour 
periods. So far we have not put a limit on the sign-ups.   

T he Sol  and 
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 Scroll down to the library link
  

 
 
  
 

  
FYI  
*     New Hours for the Library Store. After 
School and before school only.  No recess 
or lunch recess shopping.                                       
Students coming to the library must have a 
library pass during the school day. 

*     The Tiger Book Store is scheduled 
every other Wednesday. (11/29, 12/13)  
Students and their families may purchase 
used books for $0.50 and new books for 
$1.50.  We also have some books for $0.25. 
Donations are always accepted.  

*     The first meeting of the Read Across 
America, (RAA), committee will take place at 
the end of the month. RAA is the annual 
literacy fair held every March for Dr. SeussÕ 
birthday.   

*     Graphic novels are very popular with our 
students. The Hardy Boys, Nancy Drew, 
Dracula, Treasure Island, and lots more.  
Many are abridged. 

*     A new set of bilingual state books 
(2nd/3rd grade level) will help Spanish-
speaking newcomers in the 4th grade.   

 

 

 

I tÕs All About Just Right Books 
WeÕve spent lots of time in the upper grades book talking authors, series, and individual 
books that could be appropriate choices for students. The school year started with an 
observation of the anniversary of 9/11. Read alouds have supported Hispanic History month, 
Christopher Columbus, Halloween, and voting. WeÕve worked with Inspiration software, 
Timeliner, PowerPoint, Safari and Word as regular applications that we embed in our 
lessons.                                                                                                                                       
In the primary grades the emphasis has been on how to select books from the shelf and 
learning to use the online catalog. Playing with the order of letters has enabled students to 
feel more confident when reading spine labels.  

Is your Internet 
permission 
form in? 

Teacher Resources: N ational Geographic 
The Library link off the home page has a section called Library Media Resources.  Take a look at the National Geographic 
materials.  We have Wonders of Learning Kits for every grade level. Every kit contains a set of booklets, blackline masters, 
and an audio tape.  Some of the tapes have a Spanish side and an English side.  We also have National Geographic map 
pack binders, which are color transparencies of continents, Native Americans, The Age of Exploration, Rocks and Minerals, 
the Human Body, and lots more.  Take a look at Library Media resources. 


